


1. The residents of Heaven shall have some kind of body."

I Corinthians 15:42-44 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is
raised an imperishable body; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness,
it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural
body, there is also a spiritual body.

Philippians 3:21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of
His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

I Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit
and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

2. What form will this imperishable body take? (For a discussion on the location of those already dead,
see study entitled Where Are The Dead?

I Thessalonians 4:13-17 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are
asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the
Lord.

Rom 6:4, 5 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of
life. For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall
also be in the likeness of His resurrection,

3. If Christian resurrection will be “in the likeness” of Jesus’ resurrection, we must look at how He was
raised.

Luke 24:3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.

Luke 24:23 and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels
who said that He was alive.

Luke 24:28-43 And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He
were going farther. But they urged Him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening,
and the day is now nearly over." So He went in to stay with them. When He had reclined at the
table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them.
Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight. They
said to one another, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the
road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?" And they got up that very hour and
returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them,
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saying, "The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon." They began to relate their
experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.
While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst. But they were startled
and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit. And He said to them, "Why are you
troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See My hands and My feet, that it is I
Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."
And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet. While they still could not
believe it because of their joy and amazement, He said to them, "Have you anything here to
eat?" They gave Him a piece of a broiled fish; and He took it and ate it before them.

John 20:19-28 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors
were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst
and said to them, "Peace be with you." And when He had said this, He showed them both His
hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them
again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you." And when He had said
this, He breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained."
But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples were saying to him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I
see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put
my hand into His side, I will not believe." After eight days His disciples were again inside, and
Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said,
"Peace be with you." Then He said to Thomas, "Reach here with your finger, and see My
hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but
believing." Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"

4. What will the environment be for those with the imperishable body?

Acts 3:19-21 "Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times
of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; and that He may send Jesus, the Christ
appointed for you, whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about
which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time.

Restoration of what? The way it was before sin.

Revelation 21:3 — 22:7 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of
God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God
Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will
no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first
things have passed away." And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things
new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." Then He said to me, "It is
done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who
thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. He who overcomes will inherit these
things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. . . . Then one of the seven angels who had
the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I
will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great
and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-
clear jasper. It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and
names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.
There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and
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three gates on the west. And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them
were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. The one who spoke with me had a
gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall. The city is laid out as a
square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen
hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal. And he measured its wall, seventy-
two yards, according to human measurements, which are also angelic measurements. The
material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The foundation
stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation
stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; the fifth,
sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the
tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. And the twelve gates were
twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold,
like transparent glass. I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are
its temple. And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings
of the earth will bring their glory into it. In the daytime for there will be no night there) its
gates will never be closed; and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it;
and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it,
but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. Then he showed me a river
of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb,

5. Thoughts for consideration.

We know demons are disembodied. It is possible that the unrighteous dead will be “rebodied” as they
face judgement and punishment? Notice the wording of the following passages.

Matthew 5:29-30 "If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is
better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to be thrown into
hell. If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; for it is better for
you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to go into hell.

Matthew 10:28 "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear
Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Revelation 20:12-13 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and
books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were
judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. And the sea
gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them;
and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.
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